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ROYAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA CHARLES DARWIN COMMEMORATION

The Royal Society of Tasmania is planning to commemorate Charles Darwin's visit to Van Diemen's Land.  The visit happened 5-17 February 1836, and the commemoration will be through those days next year.  2009 is further significant in that it marks the bicentenary of Darwin's birth, and the sesquicentenary of publication of The Origin of Species.  On 12 February 1836, moreover, Darwin had his 27th birthday. A brochure detailing the planned events will be distributed to THRA members, probably at the same time as this newsletter.  Your committee urges members to give whatever support they can to this indeed memorable occasion.
WElcome to New members




Peter Brady of Kenmore, Qld

Dr Jane Quon of South Hobart

Emelia & Alan Ward  of Lenah Valley

Garry Wilson of Alexandria, NSW

HERITAGE TOURISM IN AUSTRALIA: A GUIDE FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETIES

In May 2008 the Federation of Australian Historical Societies (FAHS) published its most recent guide for members of Australian historical societies. Unlike previous guides, this ‘book’ has been published exclusively on the web and is available to everyone free of charge. It is Heritage Tourism in Australia: a guide for historical societies. It is available on the FAHS website http://www.history.org.au

The FAHS commissioned Tasmanian historian and genealogical researcher Dr Dianne Snowden to write the book. It was published with financial assistance from the New South Wales Heritage Council. (Department of Planning Heritage Branch, New South Wales, under its Heritage Incentives Program). This publication reflects the growing interest in heritage tourism in Australia, and the vital role that the nearly 1000 local historical societies already play in facilitating access to local heritage, and will increasingly play in the future. Historical societies are major repositories of local knowledge and memory and through their collections, museums and advice do a great deal to make history and heritage available to both locals and visitors. This guide is intended to assist them to work in partnerships with local authorities and tourist groups to develop local heritage in the promotion of tourism, and in the use of tourism to promote heritage. It includes bibliographical sources, where possible or appropriate. This publication offers guidance and instruction on the following aspects:

                        Developing recognition that heritage has become a major part of tourism in many regions of Australia

                        Sourcing materials, information, expertise and guidance from other historical societies with special mention of My Connected Community
                        Guidance to sensitising local societies to their capacity to contribute to local heritage tourism, such as publications, museums, heritage walks (both guided walks and pamphlet guides), heritage tours, signposts and plaques etc

Working with local councils, tourism authorities etc to promote local heritage 

Devising heritage walks and other heritage activities for visitors

                        Promoting the heritage of the local community and region

                        Running historical museums and preparing heritage displays

                        Publishing pamphlets and other heritage materials for tourists

                        Producing heritage signs.

2009 MEETINGS DRAFT CALENDAR 

February 10


Rebekah McWhirter: ‘Lymph or Liberty: Responses to smallpox vaccination in Eastern Australia, 1853-1901’

March 10


John Carter: ‘Canadian exiles’

April 14


Bruce Davis:’ A Tasmanian Life’

May 12


David Parham: ‘The historical archaeology of Hobart's waterfront vaults’

June 9


Bronwyn Meikle: ‘The post-self government depression of the 1860s and 1870s’


July 14


Kathryn Medlock: ‘The post-settlement history of Thylacines’
August 11


Peter Boyce: ‘The conservative establishment at prayer? St David's Cathedral in Tasmanian social history’

September 8


Eldershaw: James Broadbent, title TBA 

October 13


Ian McFarlane: ‘Adolphus Schayer - a German perspective on Van Diemen's Land’

November 10


Caroline Evans: ‘A Funny Old Hobby': Sir William Crowther's Collection of Aboriginal Remains

December 8


Rod Thomson: ‘The Spread of European Learning in Tasmania: The Libraries of Christ College and Ancanthe'

THRA WEEKEND EXCURSION 7-8 March 2009

Down the Isis and Elizabeth Rivers

The THRA weekend conference for 2009 will be following the courses of the Macquarie, Isis and Elizabeth Rivers.  It will be based in Campbell Town, and organised by Mary Ramsay (thanks, Mary).

The cost is $90 per person, which covers bus travel (air conditioned) for two days, 1 dinner, 2 lunches, 2 morning teas and 2 afternoon teas, as well as printed notes. There is adequate accommodation in Campbell Town.  The Foxhunters’ Return 6381 1602 offers a discount for THRA members, and you can also book at Ivy on Glenelg 6381 1228; the pub 6381 1494; the Gables 6381 1347, or at Ross. You will need to get yourself to and from Campbell Town – the bus is based there. 

Excursionists will be sent a detailed itinerary in February 2009.

I/we would like to attend the Down the Isis and Elizabeth Rivers excursion

Name…………………..…………………..…………………..…………..

Phone or email…………………..…………………..…………………..

Number attending…………………..…………………..

Money enclosed…………………..…………………..

