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10th BIENNIAL TASMANIAN LOCAL HISTORY CONFERENCE AND ART PRIZE

The 10th Biennial Tasmanian Local History Conference, Manufacturers and Traders of Van Diemen’s Land 1820-1860, will be held on 10 October 2009 at Wrest Point, Hobart. In conjunction with the conference, the organizers, the Hobart Town (1804) First Settlers Association Inc, are holding an Art Competition. Artists are invited to present up to three pieces of work depicting a building, bridge or structure built before 1860 in Tasmania, and which is still standing. Entry forms are available at libraries and other outlets. Closing date is 30 June 2009. Prizes of $500, $250 and $100 will be awarded. For enquiries email hobarttown1804settlers@hotmail.com, phone (03) 6272 8737 or write to PO Box 337 Glenorchy TAS 7010.
WElcome to New members




Nicholas Bowden of Sandy Bay

Kirsten Brett of Mount Nelson

Jennifer Garvey of Townsville, QLD

Marilla Lowe of Richmond

Susan and Bruce Meppem of Roseville, NSW

Christine Miller of Triabunna

Jai Paterson of Launceston

Dr Grant Rootes of Ainslie, ACT

Kevin Whitton of Melbourne University, VIC

REPORT ON EXCURSION TO CAMPBELL TOWN MARCH 2009

Recently 56 members of THRA enjoyed a two-day excursion to properties around Campbell Town, organised by member Mary Ramsay. This is the area of large and prosperous properties and members thoroughly enjoyed seeing such notable houses as Quorn Hall, Rosedale, Kenilworth and Riccarton.  Usually the owners gave us a talk about the history of the property and we then spent time walking around the gardens and grounds. The excursion included a tour of historic Campbell Town, and a dinner in the Town Hall, ably catered for by a local firm.

We also visited the site of Eliza Forlong's house.  She and her sons imported Merino sheep to Van Diemen's Land and really set up the Merino industry.  It was something of a pilgrimage to walk across parched paddocks to the site with its magnificent views, and imagine the house from the few remaining stones. Here lived one of the few women to make her mark on Australia's early history.

Given the present disastrous drought, we were pleased that our excursion, with food, accommodation, buses and incidentals, put at least $9000 into the local economy.

                        

MEETINGS MAY TO AUGUST 

May 12


David Parham: ‘The historical archaeology of Hobart's waterfront vaults’

June 9


Bronwyn Meikle: ‘The post-self government depression of the 1860s and 1870s’


July 14


Kathryn Medlock: ‘The post-settlement history of Thylacines’
August 11


Peter Boyce: ‘The conservative establishment at prayer? St David's Cathedral in Tasmanian social history’

COST OF COPIES OF PAPERS AND PROCEEDINGS

Owing to rising production costs, the committee has been forced to increase the price of individual copies of  Papers and Proceedings to $10 each for issues published before the end of 2008 and $14 each for individual copies thereafter. The cost of copies to contributors are now set at 3 free copies, up to 5 more copies at $10 each and $14 for each copy thereafter. 

NEW WEBSITE FOR THRA

Please visit our exciting and visually impressive new website at  http://www.thra.org.au. Thanks to all involved, but especially Ian Terry for his efforts in liaising with the web site designers. We invite members to let us know what you think about the layout and suggestions for improvements by sending an email via info@thra.org.au.

EXCURSION AND AFTERNOON TEA AT RUNNYMEDE, SUNDAY 28 JUNE 2009

A rare 19th century whaling family’s home named after Captain Charles Bayley’s favourite ship, Runnymede was the home of members of the family for more than 100 years. The house contains rich collections of material related to the whaling and maritime interests of the family as well as artworks and family possessions of the previous owner Francis Nixon, Tasmania’s first Anglican Bishop. Runnymede survives with house, cottage and coach house within extensive gardens. It is owned and operated by the National Trust.

THRA has organised an excursion  to Runnymede on Sunday afternoon 28 June.  Runnymede is situated in Bay Road, and there is a car park beside the house off Bay Road on the right as you go down the hill. Please meet in the garden at 2 pm, and you’re advised to wear clothing suitable for a historic house in winter, i.e. warm.  We will be shown round the house, and enjoy a traditional afternoon tea.  Cost $12 per head.

Please let us know if you’re coming by Monday 22 June, for catering.

Excursion to Runnymede

Name……………….……………….…………
Phone or email……………….……………….
Number attending excursion………………….

Payment @ $12 per head……………….………

Money enclosed…………………..…………………..

